LETTER BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE
CONTAINING A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING CONCERNING
THE STATUS OF THE OFFICE OF THE SECRETARIAT OF

THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IN SARAJEVO, .
THE ORGANISATION'S OFFICIALS POSTED OR ON MiSSION IN
BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA, AS WELL AS OF OTHER PERSONALITIES
INVITED BY THE COUNCIL OF EUROFPE

Mr Jadranko PRLIC
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Sarajevo
Strasbourg, 13 July 1999

Your Excellency,

As you know, the Council of Europe is actively contributing to the implementation of Annex 6
(Agreement on Human Rights) to the General Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, done at Paris on 14 December 1995, To this end, an Office of the Secretariat of the
Council of Europe has been established in Sarajevo, at present located in Strossmayerova 6,
71000 Sarajevo. The Office is an establishment of the Council of Europe, and as such shares the
juridical personality of the Council of Europe.

In order to facilitate the fulfilment of the functions of the Council of Europe Office in Sarajevo, I
propose that your Government accept an understanding concerning the status of the Office of the
Secretariat of the Council of Europe and the Organisation's officials posted or on mission in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as other personalities invited by the Council of Europe.

The privileges and immunities foreseen correspond to those recognised by the member States of
the Organisation. They are accorded not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves,
but in order to safeguard the independent exercise of their functions for the Council of Europe.
The proposed understanding shall be as follows:

1. Bosnia and Herzegovina shall take the necessary measures to ensure the full protection,
safety and security of Council of Europe officials as well as of the premises and facilities put
at the disposal of the Office of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe.

2. The Office of the Secretariat of the Council of Europe and the Organisation’s officials posted
in Bosnia and Herzegovina shall enjoy the same privileges and immunities as those provided
for in Articles 3 to 8, 18, 19 and 21 of the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities
of the Council of Europe of 2 September 1949. The relevant Articles read as follows:

"Article 3

The Council, its property and assets, wheresoever located and by whomsoever held, shall
enjoy immunity from every form of legal process except in so far as in any particular
case, the Committee of Ministers has expressly authorised the waiver of this immunity. It
is, however, understood that no waiver of immunity shall extend to any measure of
execution or detention of property.

































